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course of centuries of development accomplished much in a
practical way. They, and among them the Egyptians more
particularly, served as the teachers of the classical nations of
Greece and Rome.

The scientific knowledge as well as the industrial and artistic
accomplishments of the Hebrews and the Greeks, and indirectly
also of the Romans, had their root in Egyptian civilization.
However, the Greeks, like the Hebrews, tended toward the ideal
rather than the practical in their conception of Nature. They
did not experiment and were not bent on applying their scientific
knowledge. The Greek philosophers and writers collected and
systematized the information that had come down to them and
thus aided in preserving it, without, however, putting it to
practical use or adding anything new to it.

The Greeks, however, were well informed as to the Egyptian
arts; they understood the preparation and working of the metals,
the manufacture of glass, and other industrial arts. Their com-
merce, however, was mostly barter in natural products. The
oriental spices were highly prized by them for incenses, cosmetic
and sanitary purposes. Whether the primitive method of distil-
lation practiced by the Egyptians and Persians was known to
the Greeks does not appear from their literature. It is not
improbable, however, for medicine and the use of cosmetics were
hardly less thought of by the Greeks than by the Egyptians.
Owing to the luxury of the later Greeks, perfumes and spices
were extensively used. The much praised oriental perfumes,
especially sandal wood (%vla Iv8w.a) were considered a neces-
sity at all festivities. Hence the Greeks procured the aro-
matics known to them as articles of barter. In later periods,
however, the procuring of these products like the sea traffic
generally was left to other peoples.

At the time when Greek culture spread westward and became
the basis of Roman civilization, Greek views concerning nature
and Greek knowledge of it were likewise transmitted. In their
numerous conquests, the Romans increased their knowledge of
oriental natural products. These were brought by the old caravan
routes and then by sea to Rome. Among them were the finest
spices for the kitchen, perfumes and ointments for the toilet,
balsams and incenses. Whether only aromatized fats, or distilled